
The Ruth L. & Henry H. Renard Ac�ve Re�rement Lecture Series

January -March 2012  Program Schedule

Project Director: Linda Paver, LCSW-R Project Coordinator:  Felicia Ash

Program meets Mondays, 10:30 a.m. – noon. Doors open at 10:00 a.m.

$5.00 admission per visit unless otherwise noted.

To RSVP, for fees, or for more informa�on, please call Linda Paver, 914.366.7898 x146.
In case of inclement weather call the JCC a'er 8:00 a.m. and speak with the person at the front desk.       

The ARP is funded through The Ruth L. and Henry H. Renard Founda�on, dona�ons from program par�cipants and 

the community. We are commi/ed to providing life-long learning opportuni�es of the highest quality for adults. 

January 2 – Closed

Murder and Mayhem in New York City - January 9

NYC gets its reputation for good reason!  Go back in time and find out about the events, 

people and times that helped NYC maintain its reputation.  Learn about Mae West, Crazy Joe 

Gallo, the Gangs of NY, the Murder of the Century, “the Duel” and much more.

Instructors:  Susan & Art Zuckerman are authors, licensed NYC tour guides, radio talk 

show hosts and historians who teach Westchester teachers.  They have appeared on the 

History Channel, Travel Channel, and  many cable TV shows! Most recently they were on the 

History Channel program “The Secret of Chinatown.”

January 16 - Closed 

Global Genres: Road Movies - January 23

In a time when ideas as well as goods flow freely across national borders, the movies are a 

good place to look for cross-cultural connections. In this series, we’ll be exploring two 

popular film genres that have such universal appeal they might be considered as forms of 

global mythology: road movies and horror films. Road movies from La Strada and Easy Rider

to Motorcycle Diaries and Central Station give us a chance to visit new people and travel 

different landscapes. 

Instructor: Bill Costanzo is a SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor of English and Film 

and has taught at Westchester Community College for more than forty years. A graduate of 

Columbia College and Columbia University, he has published five books on writing and film, 

including Great Films and How to Teach Them (NCTE, 2004) and The Writer’s Eye: 

Composition in the Multimedia Age (McGraw-Hill, 2007). Dr. Costanzo is currently working 

on a new book about global film genres, to be published as a Penguin book.. 



Horror Film - January 30
Horror films, the kinder, gentler kind are opportunities to explore the cultural anxieties of 

different nations at key moments in their histories. Leaving the gorier stalkers and slashers 

aside, we’ll see what varieties of monsters and ghosts scare audiences in Spain, China, Africa, 

and Los Angeles. 

Instructor:  Bill Costanzo.. 

History of Jazz:  Part One - February 6 
Through a piano performance, recordings and discussion this program will cover the elements 

of jazz, its musical beginnings, and the mechanics of improvisation.  There will be a demonstra-

tion of the harmonics and the definition of the blues.  

Instructor:  Marshall Tilden, a jazz musician, has taught at Westchester Community College, 

Scarsdale Adult Education and Yonkers Public Library.  He gives presentations and performs 

throughout Westchester. 

History of Jazz:  Part Two - February 13
Listen and identify the musicians who contributed in making Jazz important.   An overview of 

the Big Band Era and the different types of Jazz after the Big Band Era will be discussed.  This 

program is highlighted by live piano and recordings.

Instructor:  Marshall Tilden

February 20 - Closed

The History of the Solo Flute - February 27
Enjoy a lecture and performance about the history of the solo flute. This talented flutist’s 

performance will include many classical selections.

Instructor:  Jessica Taskov has performed nationally, in New York and New Jersey.  She was 

the principal flutist in the Purchase Symphony Orchestra and the New Jersey Philharmonic 

among others.  She lives in Westchester County.  

The Poetry of Exile:  Emma Lazarus and Her Life in Words -March 5
Known for her famous words on the Statue of Liberty "give me your tired, your poor..." Emma 

Lazarus was of Sephardic background and known for her work for Jewish causes and a Jewish 

homeland.  Come discover more about this talented and interesting woman.

Instructor:  Diane Travers has an MFA in Writing and has taught at SUNY Purchase College 

for the past nine years.  She's currently running her own business, Perfectly Stated Lectures and 

Writing Workshops, and is working on a memoir.

Writing New York –March 12
Discussed will be some of the best writing about the world’s greatest city as seen through the 

eyes of established writers:  Elizabeth Bishop, Malcolm Cowley, Frank O’Hara, John Cheever, 

Kate Simon, Vivian Gornick and others. Excerpts from stories, poetry and essays portray the 

constantly changing face of New York over time.  

Instructor:  Diane Travers.


